
Reading With 
Your Child (2) 

Explore Reading Different Forms of Reading 
Material


Many books that children love are available 
in CD format.  By having your child read 
along while listening to the book, you are 
providing excellent reading benefits as your 
child sees and hears words and phrases 
together;  a good way to reinforce sight-
word recognition.


Let your child experience reading: 

comics, 

graphic novels, 

signs

slogans

catalogues,

game instructions,

newspapers, 

leaflets, 

adverts, 

recipes 


Join a Library

We have some fantastic libraries with fun 
reading programmes and challenges.  
Library staff host events and activities linked 
to books and themes that your child may be 
learning about.


It is free to join Henry Bloom Noble Library 
(opposite the Bus Station) and only £1 to join 
the Family Library (Westmoreland Road).


More tips and ideas on how to best support 
your child as they learn to read.

At Manor Park School we aim to foster 
a positive and enthusiastic attitude 

towards reading.  


If children are to become fluent, 
confident readers who choose to read, 

they need to be encouraged to 
develop the necessary attitudes, as 

well as the skills.


What we do in school is important.  

What you do at home matters even 

more.

Children who receive regular reading 
support and encouragement at home 

not only become more successful 
readers but develop more positive 

attitudes to reading.


It is with this in mind that we hope to 
work in partnership with parents to 

develop an approach to reading which 
is based on pleasure and enjoyment.


Questions you can ask your child about a 
book:


If you were in the story, how would you 
feel?  Why?

How could you change the ending of 
the story?

If you were the main character, what 
would you do differently in the book?

Tell me something you liked/disliked 
about the book?

How would the story feel different if it 
were in another setting?

How would you act towards the main 
character if he/she was one of your 
friends?

Did the book make you laugh?  
Cheer? Cry?  Explain?

What parts of the book seem most 
believable/unbelievable?

How are you like one of the 
characters?

Is there anything in the book that 
confused or surprised you?  Why?

Can you find some of the best 
descriptive words (adjectives) in the 
book.

Where has the author used powerful 
verbs in the text - how has it made the 
sentence better or more effective?

Can you summarise the story - 
retelling the key points?



LEARNING TO READ AT MANOR PARK 

Children begin learning to read by 
recognising letter sounds and then through 
the Letters and Sounds Programme they 
learn to read words by segmenting and 
blending letters.  Children learn to read the 
most frequently used words in the English 
language alongside more tricky words with 
different phonetic rules.


As children’s reading skills develop so does 
their desire to be challenged.  They are able 
to tackle more complex words and texts.  
Fluency, expression, vocabulary and context 
become the learning focus at this stage.


Once a child is more fluent (a free reader) it 
is not necessary to hear them read out loud 
each day.  Instead more useful activities 
might include:  predicting what will happen 
next, discussing characters, setting, plot, 
dilemmas and problems within the story. 
Also asking them to retrieve information and 
explain their understanding of events and 
actions within a text.

HELPING AT HOME 

Word Walls

Copy words onto two different colours 
of paper and cut up to make word 
cards.  Limit the number to the age or 
your child (e.g. 6 words for a 4-5 year 
old).  Use the rest on another day.


Matching Game

Spread out six cards of one colour (face 
up) reading each word out as you put it 
down.  Give your child the other 
clouded cards.  Read out a word and 
ask the child to find the card that 
matches.


Snap

Shuffle the cards and share them out.  
Each player takes turns to turn over 
their card, put it down and read the 
word.  If it matches the previous card 
played, the first person to shout ‘snap’ 
wins the pile.  Use this to practise words 
your child knows quite well rather than 
new words.


WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD 

Book sharing

It is not essential that your child 
reads every word in the book.  
Sometimes it is more fun and useful 
to take turns reading a paragraph or 
a page.  You can model fluency, use 
of punctuation and expression, such 
as using a different voice for each 
character.  You can also use 
questions to support comprehension  
after each of you have read.


Compare Books to Film

Have your child read a book and 
then check out the movie version.  
Talk about the similarities and 
differences in the two mediums.  
What did he/she like/dislike.  Which 
did they prefer the book or the film?


Compare Author’s Books

Have your child read two books by 
the same author.  It is a good idea 
for you to read them too, so you can 
discuss them.



